THE POX AND THE COVENANT: MATHER,
FRANKLIN, AND THE EPIDEMIC THAT
CHANGED AMERICA'S DESTINY

For one hundred years, God had held to his promise, and the colonists had as well.
When the first Puritans sailed into Massachusetts in the seventeenth century, weak
from the ocean journey, they formed a covenant with each other and with God to
establish a city on a hill-a commitment to live uncorrupted lives together or all suffer
divine wrath for their collective sin. But now, a century later, the arrival of one doomed
ship would put this covenant to its greatest test. On April 22, 1721, the...
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Peek Inside the Book

Black seamen - or "Black Jacks" as African sailors were known - enjoyed a refreshing world of liberty and
equality. Even if they were generally regulated to jobs such as cooks, servants, and muscians and endured
thier fellow seamen's racism, they were still freemen in the Royal...

Reader's Opinions

Interesting and lively account of smallpox epidemic in Puritan Boston and debate among Mather, Franklin
and various others on vaccination and the role of the church. Williams has no trouble bringing this period
to life but his depiction of Cotton Mather as a man of science and reason taking on the superstitious
peasantry is simply bizarre...
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