
ECONOMIC	RATIONALISM	IN	CANBERRA:	A
NATION-BUILDING	STATE	CHANGES	ITS
MIND
Throughout	the	world	since	the	1970s,	state	and	public	sector	reform	has	been	driven
by	a	conservative	agenda	emphasising	notions	of	 'streamlining'	and	 'rationalisation';
Australia	has	been	no	exception.	Michael	Pusey	undertakes	a	detailed	analysis	of	 top
bureaucrats	 in	 Canberra	 who	 have	 been	 responsible	 for	 this	 recasting	 of	 national
policy.	 He	 concludes	 that	 economist	 rationalist	 view	 dominate	 each	 of	 the	 key
ministries,	and	have	altered	the	traditional	balance	between	the	economy,	the	state...
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