
LONG	TIME	LEAVING:	DISPATCHES	FROM
UP	SOUTH
“I	 left	 the	 South	 in	 search	 of	 the	 Enlightenment.	 I’m	 pro-choice,	 in	 favor	 of	 gay
marriage,	and	against	creationism	and	the	war	in	Iraq.	But	both	my	parents’	people	are
deep	 Southern	 from	 many	 generations,	 and	 I	 spent	 a	 little	 over	 a	 third	 of	 my	 life,
including	the	presumably	most	formative	years	(toilet	training	through	college),	living
in	 the	 South.	 Mathematically,	 that	makes	me	 just	 about	 exactly	 as	 Southern	 as	 the
American	people,	34	percent...
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Peek	Inside	the	Book
Even	intellectuals	should	have	learned	by	now	that	objective	rationality	is	not	the	default	position	of	the
human	mind,	much	less	the	bedrock	of	human	affairs.	Roy	Blount	Jr.,	Long	Time	Leaving:	Dispatches	from
Up	South	//

Reader's	Opinions
Roy	Blount,	Jr.	is	one	of	my	favorite	panelists	on	Wait,	Wait,	Don't	Tell	Me,	which	I	listen	to	religiously	every
week.	 Naturally,	 I	 was	 interested	 in	 reading	 his	 writing.	 This	 collection	 of	 short	 essays	 and	 humorous
pieces,	however,	is	hit	and	miss.	Most...

This	book	is	not	as	humerous	as	I	wanted	it	to	be,	so	I	didn't	read	all	of	it.	That	said,	the	story	about	dinner
with	his	southern	family	had	me	in	tears,	especially	when	I	heard	him	read	it.	There's	just	something	about
his	voice.
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